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For Immediate Release  

CASTING ANNOUNCEMENT 

MAISIE SMITH TO JOIN KEVIN CLIFTON  

IN THE CAST OF BZ LUHRMANN’S STRICTLY BALLROOM THE 

MUSICAL 2022/23 UK TOUR 

DIRECTED BY CRAIG REVEL HORWOOD 

 

Strictly Come Dancing finalist and much loved former EastEnders star, Maisie Smith, 

will make her musical theatre debut later this year, as she co-stars in the 2022/23 UK 

tour* of Baz Luhrmann’s Strictly Ballroom The Musical in the lead female role of Fran, 

alongside her former Strictly dance partner, Kevin Clifton, who she waltzed her way to 

victory with in the Strictly Come Dancing 2019 Children In Need Special. 

 

The musical, based on the award-winning global film phenomenon of the same name, 
inspired the world to dance and spawned the smash hit TV series Strictly Come 
Dancing. And now, new for 2022/23, this all-singing, all-dancing and all-glittering show 
– directed and co-choreographed by Craig Revel Horwood - is set to dazzle audiences 
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 once more with this glittering cast. Kicking off in Portsmouth on 26 September, coming 
to Theatre Royal Plymouth from 30 January – 04 February 2023. Tickets are on 
sale now on the TRP website. 
 
Maisie first wowed Strictly fans with her dancing in 2019 in the Children In Need TV 

special with Kevin Clifton. After winning the hearts of the public, the following year she 

danced her way into the BBC One Strictly Come Dancing final.  Earlier this year, Maisie 

joined the cast of the Strictly Live Arena Tour. She will now add another jewel to her 

Strictly crown, as she makes the move into musical theatre in Strictly Ballroom The 

Musical. 

Maisie Smith said: “Dancing in Strictly has been a huge part of my life, and been so 

much fun. I’m absolutely thrilled to be able to continue that journey in Strictly Ballroom 

The Musical. Not only do I get to make my musical theatre debut with my former 

partner in crime, Kevin Clifton, but I get to work with Craig Revel Horwood and Jason 

Gilkison again too - I can't wait." 

 

Kevin Clifton said: “I’m beyond excited to be performing with Maisie again – she’s 

amazing! And I’ll finally be fulfilling my lifelong ambition to play Scott Hastings in Strictly 

Ballroom The Musical.  When I was 10 years old I first watched the movie that would 

become my favourite film of all time. This is my dream role. I can’t wait to don the 

golden jacket and waltz all over the UK with Maisie in what’s set to be an incredible 

show!” 

 
Craig Revel Horwood said: "I’m delighted that the super talented Maisie Smith is 
joining Kevin Clifton on the Strictly Ballroom UK tour. I can’t wait to see them dance 
together again. Expect some sexy moves, sizzling costumes and a simply sensational 
evening! I know that they’ll both be FAB-U-LOUS!" 
 
Strictly Ballroom The Musical, co-choreographed by Strictly Come Dancing’s Creative 
Director Jason Gilkison, tells the beguiling story of Scott Hastings, a talented, arrogant 
and rebellious young ballroom dancer – played by former Strictly Come Dancing 
professional and 2018 champion, Kevin Clifton. When Scott’s radical dance moves see 
him fall out of favour with the Australian Federation, he finds himself dancing with Fran 
(Maisie Smith), a beginner with no moves at all. Inspired by one another, this unlikely 
pair gather the courage to defy both convention and their families – and discover that, 
to be winners, the steps don’t need to be strictly ballroom. 
 
Featuring a show-stopping book by Baz Luhrmann & Craig Pearce, and bringing 
together a sublime cast of over 20 world class performers, Strictly Ballroom brings to 
life iconic songs, including Love is in the Air, Perhaps Perhaps Perhaps and Time After 
Time with dynamic and joyous verve. This tour will also feature some amazing new 
songs by internationally acclaimed artists including Sia, David Foster and Eddie 
Perfect. The show’s scintillating singing, dazzling dancing and eye-popping costumes 
will combine together to bring audiences a story of heart, comedy and drama, and 
promises to be an unforgettable night under the glitter ball.  
 
This uplifting and courageous musical originated as a stage play that Baz Luhrmann 
devised with a group of classmates at Sydney’s National Institute of Dramatic Art in 
1984. Eight years later he made his screen directorial debut with ‘Strictly Ballroom’, the 

 
 
 

https://theatreroyal.com/whats-on/strictly-ballroom-2/


 

 
 

 
 
 

 first instalment in Luhrmann’s acclaimed Red Curtain Trilogy. The vibrant film enjoyed 
staggering success, winning three awards at the 1993 BAFTA awards and a 1994 
Golden Globe nomination for Best Picture, going on to become one of the most 
successful Australian films of all time, earning more than $80 million at the box office. 
In April 2014 Strictly Ballroom The Musical had its world premiere at the Sydney Lyric 
Theatre. 
 
Baz Luhrmann’s Strictly Ballroom the Musical is a fabulous, feel-good evening full of 
sequins, singing and salsa. This unmissable kaleidoscope of glitz and glamour is a 
tonic for the soul and will send your heart soaring and toes tapping long after you leave 
the theatre! 
 

ENDS 

For further information please contact the Media and Communications team on 

public.relations@theatreroyal.com / 01752 230439  

Theatre Royal Plymouth (TRP) is a registered charity providing art, education and 

community engagement in Plymouth and across the region. It engages and inspires 

with the aim of touching lives. Theatre Royal Plymouth presents a year-round 

programme of world class productions on all scales as the South West’s principal 

centre for performing arts.  

Theatre Royal Plymouth works with partners to understand the challenges people face 

accessing the arts, especially vulnerable and disadvantaged people. It creates 

pathways that are genuinely accessible to those who might otherwise never get to 

engage with the arts. They collaborate to co-create and co-author work that represents 

the community, creating the space needed for people to tell their story in their own way.  

Theatre Royal Plymouth is the UK's largest regional producing theatre. With a focus on 

embracing the vitality of new talent and supporting emerging and established artists. It 

collaborates with a range of partners to provide dynamic cultural leadership for the city 

of Plymouth. 
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