“The History Boys”  by Alan Bennett.
Audio description notes for 2:30pm performance, on Saturday 21st September 2024.                                                       W.S. 
Welcome to this afternoon’s performance of “The History Boys” by Alan Bennett, here in the Lyric at the Theatre Royal, Plymouth. My name is Wendy and I shall describe Act 1 which runs for an hour and a quarter. Half way through the 20 minute interval my colleague Denise will introduce you to Act 2 which runs for just over an hour.
Please be aware that this production includes loud rock music, lots of shouting, shrill electronic school bells and some strong sexual language and swearing. Bright spot lights and pulsing lights are often used. The show is deemed suitable for those over 14 years of age.
 In Alan Bennett’s 90th birthday year, this touring production celebrates 20 years since the play’s first run at the National Theatre in 2004 when it was directed by Nicholas Hytner. Richard Griffiths starred as Hector and it became the career launch pad for a host of young actors such as James Cordern, Dominic Cooper, Russell Tovey, Jamie Parker, Sasha Dhawan and Samuel Barnett. It has garnered many awards over the ensuing years, toured abroad to great acclaim, been turned into a very popular film and was voted “The Nation’s Favourite Play” in 2013. The original script has had many tweaks along the way and this production is no exception- the play has a sharper focus and has been shortened (omitting several scenes concerning Irwin’s career in particular). It still remains a witty, warm and moving piece about adolescence, education, teaching, the exam system, culture and the role History plays as a subject and as a force in our everyday lives.
This exuberant touring production has been brought to you by the Theatre Royal, Bath. It is directed by Sean Linnen, designed by Grace Smart and includes specially composed music and vocal arrangements by Russell Ditchfield.
 The play opens on A level results day in the fictional Cutler’s Grammar School for Boys. It is set in Sheffield and takes place during the Thatcher years of the mid 1980s. We follow 8 distinctly Northern lads aged 17 and 18 who have all done exceptionally well in their A levels. They are encouraged by their league table obsessed Headmaster, Felix Armstrong, to stay on for another term in order to apply for places in History at prestigious Oxford or Cambridge colleges. The boys are to be taught by 3 very different characters:-  Hector a maverick English and General Studies teacher who sees culture and learning as preparation for life; his long term colleague, the very formal and factually accurate History teacher Mrs. Dorothy Lintott and the new smart and cynical supply teacher, Mr. Irwin.  He is a very young and inexperienced teacher who always looks for a more modern angle or sound bite. Much staffroom rivalry ensues as established old ways clash with the new.....
We watch the 8 lively, anarchic teenagers in “The History Boys” over a six-month period as they grapple with growing up, their sexuality, finding their way and working out their own opinions, beliefs and futures- heady stuff when mixed with a hefty dose of exam nerves, interviews and adolescent hormones!
The play is unusual in that it contains a rich mixture of vintage songs, beautiful acapella singing, dance routines, short, improvised playlets and classic film re-enactments, poetry recitations and quotes from famous writers and philosophers. The highly accomplished young cast also help move the scenery and bring on furniture, the piano and props. Sometimes they speak in an aside (especially Scripps ), directly commenting on the action to the audience and refer back and forwards in time.
The set.
 Each scene arrives amid flashing lights and a loud burst of 1980s rock or pop music, helping to anchor us in the era. We move smoothly from the various inside rooms of the school to the outside playground.
 The play opens with an empty stage-the rectangular floor with an attached vertical backdrop are a dusty pale green, covered with random straight, diagonal and dashed red and white taped or painted lines that suggest the markings for an indoor hockey or basketball court in a school gymnasium. 
The main set is pushed in, in two pieces, one from either side of the stage and locked together to become the inside of a temporary classroom that has seen better days. It is like a slice through an old Portakabin- we can even see the insulation fleece under the flat roof. On the left is a shoulder-height two paned rectangular window with grubby cream vertical blinds, next to a central dark green wooden door that has a square pane of glass at eye level, a metal coat peg and a narrow window above. On the right is a rusty old-fashioned radiator with a fluorescent strip light above. This plain back wall is painted pale green and is grubby with age and use-it has a red fire bell casing and a thermostat. In front are several stacks of single metal and formica-topped desks and red plastic chairs- these are constantly rearranged into groups or lines depending on the teacher.
With great economy and inventiveness, this raised classroom truck is very cleverly used to convey different rooms inside the school -and the characters and status of those who teach in them. 
When we are in Mr. Hector’s room it is angled towards the left- his old, wooden 4 drawer desk and simple swivel chair face it from the front of the stage.
When we are in Mr. Irwin’s classroom the truck is angled to the right- his basic, modern wood and metal chair and desk face the room from the right. Irwin also has a pile of books, a cream lamp and some pens.
We don’t see the inside of Mrs. Lintott’s room since she no longer teaches the boys.
When it is the Head’s office the truck faces us straight on- Felix Armstrong has an expensive executive style chrome, leather and wood chair and desk, placed sideways on. There is also an angle poise desk lamp, red In and Out trays, a potted plant and an extra chair on the right in front of a large map of the British Isles.
 The bland staffroom is conveyed by a cheap, beige, corporate two seater sofa, made vaguely comfortable by the addition of some bright velvet cushions. A tall, thin water cooler stands to its left.
 The classroom truck is swung around to become the beige outside wall of the building and to denote the playground, when a simple metal and slatted wood bench is added. It also quickly becomes a changing room when a metal cloakroom peg unit is wheeled on. The corridor outside the Head’s office is achieved merely by adding a row of the red plastic chairs- very simple but clever!
Main characters/ costumes.
The Staff.
Mr. Douglas Hector or Hector as he is affectionately known by staff and the older boys alike, is a rather eccentric figure who rides a motor bike to school dressed in a vintage brown leather jacket with matching gauntlets and brogues, a flamboyant scarf and a dark grey chin strap helmet with a visor and peak. He wears a lot of brownish tweed or corduroy, with a shirt, a woollen sleeveless pullover and a series of bow ties. Hector is tall with silver-white hair and in his early 60s- he has been teaching at Cutler’s for a long time and retirement beckons. He carries a brown leather brief case.
Mrs. Lintott or Dorothy is nearly 60, with no nonsense, neatly bobbed silver blonde hair. She is slender and easily dwarfed by the boys she teaches. She dresses formally in a selection of smart tie neck blouses with a plum tweed skirt or a green and white striped shirt dress paired with black court or T bar shoes that hurt her feet. Dorothy carries a large, business-like black leather handbag stuffed with exercise books, snacks, books and magazines. She wears an expensive tie front, ginger-coloured woollen coat when on playground duty. Dorothy is not to be messed with- she is strict and precise with a cutting wit.
Headmaster. Felix Armstrong, the irascible head, is in his late 40s and beginning to lose his dark curly hair. He has a thick macho moustache and wears a smart 3 piece brown suit with turn-ups and brogues but is usually seen “ready for action” in his rolled up shirtsleeves and waistcoat with a loud reddish tie.
 Irwin.  We don’t learn his Christian name -he’s in his mid 20s, a rather anxious, inexperienced new teacher, understandably rather intimidated by the older staff and the boys alike, but full of forced bravura and big, controversial ideas about History.
He is very pale, tall and thin with neat, short hair and severe metal rimmed glasses. He mainly dresses in rather staid blue or grey jacket and trousers, with a pale checked shirt, a woollen waistcoat and striped tie. He carries a modern metal and black leather brief case and has the air of a finicky tax collector!
The Boys.
We briefly see the boys in their own casual clothes such as jeans, track tops and trainers at the beginning of the show and when they report on their interviews. 
Despite passing their A levels all of the boys still have to wear their Grammar school uniform- but they manage to subtly personalise it usually in their choice of shoes and socks and how they wear their shirt and tie ! Cutler’s formal uniform comprises of mid-grey trousers, a black blazer (there is no school badge), white shirt and black and red diagonally striped tie. A black sleeveless pullover with red, white and black trim at the neck and hem, is optional. Sports kit is a plain red and white rugby shirt and/or track suit top with white shorts, socks and sneakers. The boys all carry different types of school bags.
The 4 main boys :-
Posner. Posner is the youngest at 17- he is sensitive, thoughtful and slight with delicate movements and a baby face with large expressive eyes, short brown hair and a fringe. Posner is rather awkward and lacks confidence except when he is acting or singing when he comes alive and leads the others. He carries a pale blue flight bag and is obsessed with Dakin.
Dakin. Dakin is the opposite-conventionally handsome like a boy band member, tall, athletic with floppy hair and charm. He is smart, sexually knowing and full of confidence and swagger, used to getting his own way and doing well. He wears full school uniform and carries a briefcase as if off to work in an office.
Scripps. Scripps is equally neat, athletic and handsome but with a mature, thoughtful outlook- he watches and comments on events. He is very friendly with Dakin and warm and kind to Posner. He is going through an unexpected moral God phase. He keeps a notebook to write ideas in and is a talented pianist and singer.
Rudge.  Rudge is something of an outsider- he struggles with his work and seeks guidance. He is rather bullish and blunt with a pragmatic approach to life, history and culture. He is tall and broad with short curly hair and a perpetual sneer who wears his uniform with a rebellious air!
The other boys:-  
Akthar. Akthar is a keen, bright Asian boy- he is short and slight with floppy hair and bags of energy. He dresses smartly in full school uniform.	    
Crowther.    Again, smartly dressed but with fancy socks! He is a cheerful, tall, athletic Black youth who enjoys Drama and sport.
Lockwood. The most slovenly dressed boy in a loose open neck shirt with blue baseball boots and back-to-front cap over longish hair, Lockwood is quite shouty and laddish.
Timms.  Timms is lively and full of cheek, always ready for some tricks and fun. He is short with a mass of ginger curls and dark rimmed spectacles.
Useful props..
 A battered old upright school piano is used to great effect and moved about throughout.
Many small props are used throughout the show. They include a milkman’s outfit, 8 results envelopes, a large dictionary, exercise and text books, an assortment of school bags, rulers, pens, scarves,2 small footballs, cigarettes and a lighter, a kitty tin plus money, chalk board rubbers and a camera !
The History Boys                                                                                       Programme Notes – Act Two                                                                            Audio Described Performance                                                                        Saturday 21st September 2024 @ 2:30 pm                                                           Audio Describer Denise Reeves
Good Afternoon Everyone and welcome back to the Theatre Royal Plymouth for Act Two of Alan Bennett’s comedy Drama The History Boys. 
I am Denise your audio describer for Act Two which lasts for 67 minutes.
Please note there will continue to be strong language and references of a sexual nature.  
As the audience return to their seats the open set is the same as that of Act One.   The scenes are again changed seamlessly by the boys and ensemble as music of the eighties plays.
As the house lights slowly go down, Lockwood runs on and climbs the ladder on the wall to the flat roof.  Whereupon he sounds the trumpet and the boys run in and begin to sing with gusto accompanied by Scripps at the piano.  
We begin in the classroom with Hector who is in a sombre and distracted mood sat at his desk on the left facing the boys already seated at their desks.  They are concerned that with the most important exam of their lives coming up, all they seem to be doing is reading literature.   Hector replies that he has something to tell them.  However, the boys interrupt him with mindless innuendo, to the point that Hector loses it and breaks down bemoaning that he is wasting his time teaching.     He puts his head down on the desk leaving the boys nonplussed and embarrassed. 

We move then to the Staff Room where the Headmaster tells Mrs Lintott (Dorothy), Hector is leaving and enlightens her as to why.   Dorothy wears a purple skirt with side pockets and two inverted front pleats, teamed with a pretty green and white pussycat bow blouse.  

Back in the classroom, the boys sit glumly at their desks.  Hector comes in followed by Irwin who is going to take over his class and wants to know how Hector normally begins.  The subject is General Studies.  Hector tells Irwin to ask the boys, but none of them seem to respond, as they are not quite sure just whose class they are in.  Irwin therefore decides it might be a good idea to talk about the Holocaust, as it is part of the Second World War which is on the syllabus. 

The class now over, Irwin remarks to Hector that he felt the lesson went rather well, but as Hector goes to leave they are interrupted by Dakin and Scripps looking somewhat awkward.
Dakin asks Irwin whether the perspective will alter on the “stuff” they do with Hector – such as poetry and Shakespeare - now that Irwin is taking the class and they consider him a bit flash.  

The Headmaster then receives a letter from Posner’s parents apropos the Holocaust, with which they are angry and threaten to complain to the school governors.    Irwin sat at his desk on the right, points out that it is history.   Headmaster also points out that Posner and Scripps have been singing…but hymns and Gracie Fields?

A Mock Interview is then convened with Hector, Irwin and Mrs Lintott pretending to preside over the examination board.   Irwin tells the boys that the Board may question anything provocative in their papers.   Hector does not always agree and encourages the boys to be themselves and simply tell the truth.  

The interviews over, Dakin is left with Irwin.   Dakin becomes more like a master than pupil as he asks Irwin what University he went to and what degree he got.   A rather complicated discussion then takes place on “Subjunctive History” 

The Boys and staff then line up for a class photo.  A row of chairs are set out on the right with Irwin, Mrs Lintott and Hector in the front row with the boys stood behind and Posner sitting on the floor.  Akthar is on the left, setting up the camera mounted on a tripod in readiness for the picture.  All is set when the Headmaster appears and takes over sorting out who should actually take the photo and where some of the boys, particularly Posner will sit, before he takes his seat next to Mrs Lintott.    As Scripps says “Wish me Luck”, the boys do a delightful farewell song and dance.  

It all becomes very flat and empty then as Irwin and Mrs Lintott sit on the chairs outside the Headmaster’s study waiting and wondering what he wants to see them about.   There could be Trouble at T’Mill as they presume it may be about Hector.    All indeed is revealed when Hector appears from the study and sits beside Irwin as Mrs Lintott is called in.  

Transition then occurs with a form of University Challenge as Scripps, Dakin and Posner no longer wearing school uniform, but casually dressed, tell the audience about their respective happenings at Oxford and Cambridge.  
As the rest of the boys erupt onto the stage, the Headmaster rushes in carrying two glasses and a bottle of champagne to proclaim splendid news with Places for Everyone.   There is a surprise from Rudge, whom none of the teachers thought had a chance of succeeding.  Drinks and celebration follow, but all is never what it seems to be and life does not always go as expected.  

Dakin wants to say thank you to those who helped him get to University.  Just how he or anyone else does so, becomes a subject for discussion with a surprising and somewhat unexpected outcome.  

The final scene is rather moving with the boys back in school uniform all sitting on their desk chairs in a line facing the audience.  The mood is sombre and leads to a wonderful a cappella style rendition by the boys of the song “Bye, Bye, Blackbird”.  
The Headmaster, Irwin and Mrs Lintott then appear and stand behind the boys.  Hector has the final word as he leaves us with the thought; “Pass it on Boys …Pass it on”. 

