Theatre Royal Plymouth
 The Adventures of The Little Red Hen- Drum
 Audio described. Wed April 9th relaxed performance @ 11a.m.
 and  Wed April  16th  @3p.m.

Hello and welcome to the Drum and this production of the Little Red Hen by  the production company called  Stuff and Nonsense and directed by Niki Mc Cretto and produced by Ben Vlemincks.
This is   based on the popular children’s book, an American Fable first collected by Mary Mapes Dodge  in 1874! 
The Drum is a small theatre that seats 250 people and the seats are stepped down to the open stage. Lots of steps to the  three banks  of seats.
My name is Pauline, your  invisible describer  who will be chatting to you through your headphones to let you know what is happening in the story. The show is 60 minutes long. 

                     There will be some  music,flashing lights and loud sounds.

The set is very simple. An old fashioned gramophone with a big trumpet style horn is on the left on top of a small table.  On the right is another small table with a xylophone on it  and  a microphone on a stand  with   a large  umbrella propped in front of it and  behind it is  a padded stool. 
 A tall  old and grubby yellow dresser   with lots of  different size cupboard  doors at the front and side stands in the centre of the floor.Three drawers are at the front on the right below a cupboard on the right . Behind  two of these  doors are the Little Red Hen’s friends who we will hear later. Pig has a large head, large snout  and is in a red jacket and has a little tuft of dark hair in between his big floppy ears. Cow is a  lady with  large brown eyes and a collar  of  fluffy  red with a double string of pearls around her neck  and a tuft of blonde hair in between her brown ears.
Rat is tiny and brown with big pink ears, long tail  and large eyes.

Behind the cupboard are three  full length floaty panels of fabric and the floor is a patchwork of pastel shapes. Two black  curtained doorways are in the side walls  on either side of the space.

The  human form of  the   Little Red Hen is  in a red  puff sleeved dress  with   a frilled hem with  matching frilled  pantaloons and she wears yellow tights and  red sneakers. Her dark  hair is tied in a bun decorated with a  yellow flower .  
Her  cheeky friend Adam has a beard and long dark hair tied back in a pony tail .He is wearing  a beige shirt and trousers with red braces. He has red socks and brown lace up shoes. 

If you know the story, you know what is going to happen. If you don’t I will give you clues as the story is told.
Adam puts a record on the gramophone and a tiny red hen puppet pecks away on top of the cupboard and finds a bag of wheat grain.She is replaced by a  human form and she  meets Adam to show him the bag and ask him what is in it.
The Hen decides to try and plant the grain  but she needs help from her friends, the Pig, the cow and the rat.  She knocks on the different doors and  asks each in turn  for help and tells them what she wants to do. She does this for each stage of planting and harvesting.
 Let’s see what the Plucky Little Red Hen does with her bag of grain and whether she has help from her friends.


Cast
Little Red Hen…………………………..Maria Gray
Adam/Pig/Cow/Rat…………………… .Gareth Price-Baghurst.

So, share the magic of live theatre and take some playfulness home with you!

Word count 631

