ANNIE Audio description notes for Act 1. Saturday 27th June 2026 2.30pm
Ladies and Gentlemen. Welcome to the Theatre Royal Plymouth for this afternoons performance of the Musical ANNIE. The performance lasts for 2 hours and 10 mins. Act 1 lasts for 65 minutes. There are flashing lights, strobe effect, sudden loud sounds and confetti. If you have young children there are scenes of unkind adults, abandoned children and parental loss which may cause distress.
The story is based on the 1924 comic strip ‘Little Orphan Annie’ by Harold Gray, which was in turn inspired by a poem by James Whitcomb Riley. The book of this story was written by Thomas Meehan, the music by Charles Strouse and the lyrics by Martin Charnin. This heartwarming musical made its debut on Broadway almost 50 years ago, and has remained a perennial favourite with audiences worldwide ever since. It features well known songs such as ‘Hard Knock Life’, ‘Tomorrow’ and ‘Easy Street’. The Musical Director for the live orchestra is Nick Tudor
The setting is chilly New York in early December 1933. The city is in the grip of the great Depression, following the Wall Street Stock Market crash of 1929, for which the country blames former President Herbert Hoover. Parents are unable to support their children, and leave them in orphanages. The New York City Municipal Orphanage is overseen by Mr Donatelli from the Board of Orphans. The tyranical, gin swilling Miss Aggie Hannigan runs the female Annexe, which houses seven girls ranging from age 13 down to little Molly who is 6. The girls are expected to keep the orphanage clean, and to do piece work sewing dresses. Despite having been left at the orphanage by her parents, Annie optimistically believes they will return to claim her when they are able. She carries in her pocket a letter from them, and wears a broken locket -her parents have the other part, which will help identify them when they return for her, but spiteful Miss Hannigan hatches a plan to spoil Annie’s search for her true family.               
With mass unemployment and destitution, many people are forced to live in squalid shanty towns – Nicknamed Hooverville’s (to mock the ex president). Their shacks are thrown up out of reclaimed materials on places like waste ground under a subway train flyover. The inhabitants are a close knit group wearing shabby, mismatched clothes. They huddle under old newspapers for a little more warmth at night to sleep. Their meagre living is made from busking, begging and selling small items. The Depression only begins to lift with new President Franklin D Roosevelt announcing state funding of national projects to revitalise the economy called ‘The New Deal’.      However, not everyone is struggling financially. Billionaire and single man Oliver Warbucks, who has the ear of the President and other notables like head of the FBI - J Edgar Hoover, considers it his philanthropic duty to extend a welcome in his home for two weeks at Christmas to an orphan. He gets more than he bargained for when his assistant Grace Farrell chooses Annie – a feisty 11 year old redhead.                                                         There are five scene changes in Act 1 which begins with the stage open to the auditorium in the dormitory, with the girls settling themselves into bed. There are tall green double doors at the back of the room, under a window panel with broken glass. The institutional metal beds are arranged in rows, three on either side, a storage box attached to the foot of each bed for possessions, and tucked into the blankets, their owners cuddly toy. Above each bed hangs a utilitarian metal lamp, and a row of three lights hanging above the central aisle, a teddy bear is wedged in the light’s framework. The framed background is a blue map of the streets of New York City- the edges left and right represent trees, which are made up from a jumble of jigsaw shapes, some individually lit, and by moonlight leaking through the branches and leaves, projecting onto the ground.  A noisy entrance in the middle of the night announces Miss Hannigan. Mr Bundles – the cheeky laundryman comes into the dormitory wearing white jacket and trousers and wheeling a large laundry crate. Annie uses this to escape and is caught by the cops on a street corner outside, She finds a fellow stray in the form of a dog she calls Sandy, and convinces Lt Ward that the dog is hers. A bicycle dog pound van rides past, and Annie and Sandy meet a street seller with the tray of apples. Annie and follows him to the Hooverville shanty town. There is a ramshackle dwelling on the right, and to the left some miscellaneous objects piled up next to two old car seats. There is an open brazier burning, on which they cook a pot of stew. Above all this are strung four rows of dim lights. After this we go into Miss Hannigan’s office through a glazed door, above which are a series of shelved bowed by the weight of random objects. There is a central messy desk with an office chair on wheels, to the left a grubby storage cupboard (where she keeps her stock of gin), and to the right a wonky yellow filing cabinet. Here she meets the charming Grace Farrell – personal assistant to Oliver Warbucks.                                                       The grand entrance hallway to Mr Warbucks home is lit up by a large bright, golden letter W through which are central double doors. He is greeted by his servants including housekeeper Mrs Greer, the cook Mrs Pugh, butler Drake, and Cecille and Annette – the French maids. On her first night at Warbucks’ mansion Annie, Grace and Mr Warbucks walk through the city to get to Broadway. Under the shadow of leaves they buy hot dogs from a street stand, are nearly mown down by yellow cab taxi drivers and Santas whizzing by on scooters with sacks of gifts over their shoulders. They sit on a row of three theatre seats and watch a dance show, the performers dressed in sailor outfits. Grace goes to the Orphanage to discuss the adoption of Annie by Mr Warbucks, and on leaving crosses paths with Miss Hannigan’s ne’er do well brother Rooster recently released from Sing Sing prison and his sleazy girlfriend Lily St Regis.
Annie is a small girl, with a grubby face, her unkempt ginger hair tied into two plaits. She wears a shabby yellow pinafore dress, tan cardigan, knee socks and brown boots. From her neck hangs a broken locket necklace. For this performance the role of Annie is played by       ****                                                                    The other orphans wear similar scruffy and dirty outfits some wearing pinafores  over their dresses.                                                                               Miss Hannigan  first appears in a violet silk negligee under an open satin robe and pink fluffy mules. She later wears a stained cream dress trimmed in faded red. Her flaming red hair, with a silver streak frames her hard face. She is played by La Voix. She has a whistle hanging from a cord around her neck.                        Oliver Warbucks is bald and smartly dressed in a white shirt with a striped red and gold tie, black double breasted suit and waistcoat. He carries a black briefcase and is played by Alex Bourne                                                                                                    Grace Farrell is a neat young woman and is played by Tanisha-Mae Brown. She first appears wearing a mauve tweed coat and matching hat                 Rooster – Miss Hannigan’s degenerate brother wears a mackintosh and pork pie hat over tan trousers, a checked shirt and is played by Christian Cooper                                                                                                      Lily St Regis is a blowsy blonde with a couple of ostrich feathers tucked into her hair. She wears a floral patterned wrap dress revealing her long legs clad in lilac tights. She is played by Amber Kennedy.                                                                                                                                                               
Annie (The Musical)                                                                                                  Act Two Programme Notes – Audio Described Performance                              Saturday 27th June 2026 @ 2:30 pm                                                            Audio Describer – Denise Reeves
Good Afternoon Everyone and welcome back to this glorious revival of the smash-hit West End Production of Annie. 
I am Denise your Audio Describer for Act 2 which lasts for 55 minutes.  
Please note there are loud noises, flashing lights, automatic shot gun fire, washboard and some audience participation.  
As the audience return to their seats, some of the jigsaw pieces are randomly lit up around the otherwise bare set – except for the orange radio that is on the floor to the far right with a washboard leaning against it.   
We re-join the story with Annie appearing on Bert Healy’s radio show where Oliver Warbucks makes an announcement in a bid to find Annie’s parents.  
As the orchestra begins and the house lights go down, people enter through the doors at the back to an NBC radio studio on a live radio program called “The Oxydent Hour of Smiles”, starring Bert Healy - as a sign across the back of the studio indicates.   
A sound effects table is to the right of the stage, behind which the sound effects man creates effects as needed and cues the audience when to applaud with a card reading “Applause”.    JIMMY JOHNSON - The Masked Announcer, who appears to be somewhat unsteady on his feet at times – is dressed in a top hat, black cloak and waistcoat over a white shirt and black trousers.   FRED McCRACKEN - (a ventriloquist) and his dummy Whacky, stand at a microphone next to the table.  Fred wears a black bowler hat and glasses, Black tail coat over a white shirt and colourful tartan trews. Whacky is dressed in black trousers, white shirt and matching tartan waistcoat.      Behind them THE BOYLAN SISTERS sit in wooden folding chairs waiting their cue.  
At the next microphone are BERT HEALY and ANNIE, who is standing on a box to be at microphone height.    Bert wears a white Tuxedo, white shirt with burgundy cummerbund, bow tie and black trousers, whilst Annie wears a pretty red short-sleeve dress.  Centre stage is another microphone – currently vacant but will be used by WARBUCKS, who is presently seated upstage in a folding chair.  Next to him is ANNIE’s empty chair.    GRACE stands behind them.  All those on the radio programme hold loose script pages.   

Healy sings the song ‘You’re Never Fully Dressed without a Smile’ with the Boylan Sisters’.  Two sisters have shoulder length dark curly hair and the other auburn – each wear different style black and white calf-length dresses, matching pearl necklace and black and white low heel T-bar shoes.  
Meanwhile, the girls back at the orphanage are in the sewing room.  At the back is an oversized blackboard with the words …The Three Golden Sewing Rules:  A: SIT UP; 2: SHUT UP; C: SEW…in large letters.  In front are three rows each with two sewing machines facing the audience with different colour reels of thread on the top of each machine and various items of dress material scattered alongside.  Pepper sits alone at her machine whilst the other girls gather around the table to the right having listened to Annie on the radio show and heard the announcement made by Warbucks.  As indeed has Miss Hannigan and others.    
Next lights come up on the Cabinet Room at The Whitehouse.  President Roosevelt is in his wheelchair facing a backdrop of a large eagle with the American flag in the centre.  In front are five Cabinet members seated at a long table.    At the far end on the left is an empty chair.    The table is littered with paperwork and files below.     All listen dejectedly to the pre-recorded voice of Kaltenborn on the radio - except The President.  
Warbucks brings Annie to Washington DC where she meets The President at the Cabinet meeting.  The three gentlemen and two ladies of the Cabinet are dressed formally in suits.  The President’s Secretary Sylvia wears a smart day dress, lingering with notebook and pen.   Annie inspires them with her optimism as she begins to sing “The sun’ll come out tomorrow”.   Except Harold Ickes who is told by the President to begin singing.  Reluctantly he does so and soon they all join in an enthusiastic rendition of the song with Annie conducting them.    

Back home at Warbucks mansion, Grace has been through the many questionnaires received - following Warbucks radio announcement - CLAIMING to be Annie’s mother or father, without success.   However, undeterred Warbucks presents Annie with a new deal for Christmas that will change both their lives – but not before a couple of obstacles arise.  

The finale of this wonderful show involves the whole company singing “A Christmas Song” resplendent in their finery – the gentlemen in black tail coats, the ladies in red cocktail dresses – Grace wears a beautiful full length green silk gown, Warbucks in black evening suit and Annie in a pretty red check dress with her hair loose around her shoulders.  
It is at this point that I will leave you to enjoy the joyous celebration of “The New Deal for Christmas”.   

                                                   
