Theatre Royal Plymouth
Legally Blonde the musical
Sat June 6th. 2026
Act 1.
Describer Pauline Raw
Welcome to the Theatre Royal Plymouth for this lively  musical production from Metro Goldwyn Mayer Motion Pictures  of Legally BlondeThe Musical, adapted  from the play by Heather Hach and the novel by Amanda Brown.The director is Nikolai Foster( who was involved in the stage  production of Kinky Boots) and the choreographer   is Leah Hill.
There is a 7 piece multi talented band  in the orchestra pit, led by Cerys Mc Kenna

My name is Pauline, your describer for Act 1.which will run for a little over 1 hour.  Act 2 , after a 20 min interval ,will be described by Stephanie, who will read her programme notes   before curtain up on Act 2 and  then will describe the action as it occurs.
The  whole show will run for 2 hours 20 mins and this  includes the   interval. 

 This iconic West End and Broadway smash Hit  Musical  Comedy is back in fashion with this huge production starring Amber Davies,( a Strictly Come Dancing finalist, Pretty Woman  star and a  9-5 actor.)

This is a feel good  American Rom Com which follows Elle’s transformation from an IT Girl to Legal Ace at the Harvard Law School , all in the name of love. She feels she must prove she is more than   an attractive blonde   and morph into a legal eagle to impress her boyfriend. 

The writer Amanda Brown is blonde and attended law school. She used her two years at Stanford Law School to inspire the story of Elle.The resulting manuscript, (on pink  paper ) was subject to bidding from several film studios and MGM won and the story hit the big screen in July 2001 with Reese Witherspoon in the lead. Several changes were made to the story with new characters such as Emmett, Paulette and the Professors Stormwell and Callaghan introduced.The film grossed over 141 million dollars. The sequel, Legally Blonde 2: Red, White & Blonde followed in 2003 but it was not as successful. In 2007 the story  became  a Broadway Musical and tried out in San Francisco  before opening at the Palace Theater with Laura Bell Bundy in the lead role.The show and actors received several nominations.
Several spin offs followed on MTV The show made a move to  the West End, and , after previews in 2009, it opened in the Savoy Theatre in 2010 and ran until 2012 after which it opened in Sydney followed by Austria and Quebec.

There will be flashing lights, haze, adult sexual references,  and mild adult language

This tour started in Leicester and will visit other cities which include,Southampton, Manchester, Cardiff and Belfast and the tour will end in Brighton in December  2026 and continue there until Jan 2nd 2027.

The set remains the same  throughout with the addition of props positioned by the cast and it all starts with a curved set of 12  rich blue  tall sash style windows/doors  filling the space with  a  large dark exit midway  on either side and french style windows in the  rear centre. Each window is lined with lights which change colour  or flash for each scene and the windows  also change colour with the scenes.  The title of the show is  larger than life and is scrawled across the air space in bright pink neon lettering. There is a dark blue backdrop  against a dark floor. A doll’s  house size mansion   is   central at the rear with two smaller  similar style houses on each side.Six tall  topiary plants are placed at intervals in front of the windows.  

Cast
Elle Woods…………………………………….Amber Davies
Margo…………………………………………..Hannah Lowther
Emmet………………………………………….George Crawford
Warner………………………………………….Jamie Chatteron
Paulette………………………………………..Karen Movundukure
Serena………………………………………….Rosanna Harris
Pilar…………………………………………….Remi Ferdinand
Callahan……………………………………….Adam Cooper
Viviene…………………………………………Annabelle Terry
Chihuahua dog Bruiser………………………Sprout
Bulldog Rufus………………………………….Milo

 We join Margot, Serena, Pilar, Kate and Gaelen  all   slim, loud   long haired  young ladies in thigh skimming  brightly coloured skirts or shorts  ranging from  blue, pinks, yellows and pale lilac  with matching platform sandals or trainers  and ankle socks; some are wearing toned bomber jackets  All are very feminine and into fashion with matching    handbags. Elle appears in a similar  pink outfit and  owns  a  pampered  handbag chihuahua  called Bruiser  who makes frequent appearances.

The dance number metamorphose into a dress shop with two  packed dress rails on either side  accompanied by two ladies in  smart pale pink fitted sheath dresses. Elle reappears in a waisted pink  frothy knee length dress but  leaves to change  behind the dress rails into a  more sophisticated  pink   strapless   mini sheath dress  with a matching swag of fabric draped around her neck under her long blonde curls. She carries a small sequinned handbag.

Warner, her  clean cut dark haired  boyfriend, arrives with a fairground machine topped with neon lit cherries. It is a   grab and go device which Warner uses to pluck out a small red teddy for Elle. He is in jeans and  white long sleeved t shirt under a College style bomber jacket with a monogram of a large  W on the breast pocket 

After an unsatisfactory chat, they part .and Elle leaves to go to her pink messy  bedroom to change into white wide palazzo pants topped with a sloppy jo jumper adorned with a large heart.. Her long blonde hair  is pinned up.   Clothes chests stand open and her dressing table   is draped with all sorts of fripperies. Her dog is in his bed on top of a chest. Her friends rally round and she explains her plan and another friend  appears in a pale lemon outfit and she has long auburn hair,after  her  unconventional Mom and Dad  give their adverse  opinions  on their way to  the beach. Dad   is carrying a surf board,  and is in  colourful surfing shorts and vest with a  pirate style scarf around his head and  long blonde  haired Mom in a tight Onesie with her nose plastered. Elle ignores their advice and  outlines  her plan  to her friends who  help her to fulfill it by  patiently helping her to pass the entrance exam to Harvard and an interview with two serious gentlemen in smart grey suits 

After the initial session in the Harvard  Law School (established in 1817 with 1800 students),she meets her  ex boyfriend  Warner  and is ecstatic until she is apprised of the new situation he is now  in.

The Grandmaster Chad  in  Coeds Party dress,   a  loose sweatshirt, long dreadlocks and beanie hat sings an encouraging song until she achieves the required percentage.

She joins her intense   class of four boys and 2 girls. She is wearing  a short skirted pink  suit  and carries her   dog and a pen with a pink pom pom attached.
Her   serious class mates in the classroom   with library steps used as seating   are in varied outfits of jeans, jackets or all in ones. Her  attractive  tall  slim  bearded tutor, Mr Callahan is  in a grey suit over a   black polo shirt . He   is not swayed by femininity and Elle must compete with students more academically inclined which results in her being kicked out of the class and her greek chorus of Margot, Serena and Pilar appear to give her positive thoughts.

We join Elle in Paulette’s Hair Salon,  the No 179  high on a multi  glass paneled
 rear entrance. Three stations, two at the rear and one at the front  are equipped with the paraphernalia   necessary for hair styling. Two clients , in their heads mid treatment  are sitting  draped in towels attended by a  short skirted slim assistant . Paulette, is a buxom dark skinned jolly lady, her glasses are  on a chain  around her neck and is wearing a patchwork  belted smock, jeans and ankle boots. She has the central station.. Over the course of the next few months to Christmas. Elle forms a bond with Paulette and eventually takes on a personal matter for her.

Viviene invites Elle to a Harvard Law Party where she meets her ex Warner who is impressed with her outfit, a pink Playboy outfit complete with tail,  showcasing her long legs and cleavage as opposed to the   black and white evening  wear favoured by the other students. 
She leaves and sits dejectedly  on a garden seat  in front of an arched window where Emmett finds her and they move to her  very pink cluttered dorm room.  A number of open travelling cases stand around, clothes spilling out of them.A smaller version is on the left with Bruiser’s little outfits on hangers. A small dressing table on the right is swathed in discarded clothes.
Elle changes into  casual trousers and bolero style jacket.

Back in Callahan’s class and a case is being discussed with an interesting outcome for  smart suited Elle, interestingly, her skirt length is much more demure. 

A heartbreak for Elle but we  leave her with her friends  deciding the best course of action but she is not beaten!

Act 2 Introduction Legally Blonde.

In Act 1 Elle followed her sweetheart Warner to Harvard Law School, as he left her in pursuit of a more suitable partner, to quote “More of a Jackie rather than Marilyn”.  Elle enrolled with fellow classmates Vivienne, Warner and Enid, with Callaghan a cutthroat lawyer as her teacher and Emmet his 4th year intern, who has helped Elle take the role much more seriously.
We have witnessed Elles developing skills in action as she helped Paulette retrieve her beloved dog rufus back from Dewey (her ex partner). Elle is increasing in self-belief, and in this second act, Elle will hone her analytical and observation skills in the big case of exercising queen Brooke Wyndham, who has been accused of murdering her husband. Elle has swapped her girlie pink outfits, for a more serious navy dog toothed skirt suit, with matching heels, belt and handbag.
Elle has her friends from home, Margot, Serena and Pillar, pop up in her conscience with advice and tips in the form of a singing and dancing trio referred to as the ‘Greek Chorus’. 
The Scene changes here blend beautifully in and out during the performance and many you are familiar with from Act 1 but additional scenes in this Act include in order: A TV screen, Prison, Clothing store, The court and a Bathroom
A large TV screen with bright neon green edging opens act 2. Fitness instructor and potential murderess Brooke Wyndham is taking her fitness class through their paces in an exercising routine involving neon pink and navy stripped skipping ropes. Everyone is wearing tight neon Lycra of orange and pink, with chunky orange trainers. Brooke is a tall, athletic, mixed- race woman with dark wavy hair, and a no-nonsense beautiful but strong face.
We meet Brooke again in the prison, where the defence team meet her to offer advice through a security screen. They line up one behind the other to speak to her through a telephone set and Elle is stood at the back. 
Whilst in a beautiful Chic clothing Store Elle decides to help Emmet upgrade his frumpy old fashioned green cords and mismatched brown jacket, for a chic new navy suit. Gold clothing rails are beautifully presented with a few but very select pieces of men’s wear. There are three tastefully dressed shop assistants in pale blue suits, who help them choose a new outfit.
In Paulette’s Salon a new UPS delivery man arrives with a package. Kyle is a tall mixed-race, sexy, smooth operator. He moves like a ‘jungle cat’ and has plenty confidence moving around Paulette, who is wearing dark flared jeans and a chiffon blouse with leopard print. She becomes extremely girly, flustered and giggly in his presence.
We are next in the Courtroom. On the far left there is a witness stand, the centre a very high (approximately 12ft) judges’ desk and sat underneath is the stenographer. To the right of the judge’s desk is a large table where the defence team, including Elle gather.
It is here that two witnesses give evidence against Brooke. One is Nikos a Latino pool boy in cream chinos and open shirt with gold chains. He claims to be Brooke’s lover and evidence of a leopard G-string (his uniform) is submitted as proof. The second witness is Brooke’s step-daughter Chutney. Chutney is a woman in her mid-20’s wearing all black. She sports a tight permed bob, clipped either side of her head, a long sleeved sculpted top with a tight pencil skirt. She walks rather awkwardly in her high black stilettos.
As part of her case conclusion, Elle insists that the court is taken to the unusual setting of a Bathroom at the Wyndham’s Mansion. In the room there is unsurprisingly a toilet and shower cubical. They are backed with dark green tiles with a gawdy pink trim. Surprisingly though, the judge decides to stand on the toilet to the left, and the stenographer sits to the right of the shower where the proceedings take place.
Finally, the legal students all reach their graduation. Dressed in pale pink graduation robes and caps, (including Bruiser the chihuahua), they gather around a central lectern, where Vivienne first, then Elle speak. Banners drop down from the ceiling with the words ‘Congratulations Harvard Law Graduates’. 
And we have the finale walk down. In Order the Chorus, Court staff including Kyle and Enid, The Greek Chorus, Vivienne and Warner, Brooke, Callaghan, Paulette, Emmett and lastly Elle.
This will be another loud Act so I will do my best to describe the action as it occurs, but some details may be lost in the action. 
Please do not to take photos or video during the show, but you are welcome to at the end of the show.
If you have enjoyed this experience the next AD performance is 'The Ballad of Jonny and June' 20th of June at 2.30pm. Arrive for 12pm if you would like a touch tour for this show.


