
Theatre Royal Plymouth
Fame the Musical
 Sat August 8th  2026 @ 2.30p.m. 
Touch Tour 1.30p.m. 

Welcome to this new production of Fame The Musical : Reignited. Revived. Reimagined. 

My name is Pauline and I will be  your audio describer for  Act 1  and my colleague Stephanie will be reading her introduction to Act 2 after the interval and  going on to describe the action as it happens. 

 The show is based on the book by Jose Fernandez and the title song was written by Dean Pitchford and Michael Gore.The music is by Steve Margoshes and the Lyrics  by Jacques Levy by arrangement with Music Theatre International.
This is a Theatre Royal production directed and choreographed by TRP’s Associate Artistic Director, Tom Jackson Greaves(The Book Thief and the Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold  Fry)
The show was originally produced at the Coconut Grove Playhouse and the Artistic Director was Arnold Mittleman.
The  six strong  multi talented orchestra  is led by George Francis and, on occasion, by Livs Needham.
The show will run for 2 hours 35 minutes  including the interval. The age Guidance is 12+ 

This show had its European premiere here at  the Theatre Royal Plymouth on May 26th 1995 and now it celebrates  a bold revival to mark its 30th anniversary. 
 The author, David De Silva,  and the producer, Tom Jackson Greaves have worked together to create this revived version of this show. 
The message is to keep on dreaming.

The show has an unforgettable score that defines this young  generation  and this production is the first to feature  the memorable songs from the iconic  1980 Alan Parker  film. Also made into a  popular TV series starring Debbie Allen  and  on to a musical  version seen in over 30 countries.

The show will be loud, fast and there will be some language appropriate to the era,discussions of drug use, mental health issues and   sexual references to bodily acts. Also flashing lights and loud music.

It is 1980: Manhattan, New York. In this city is the High School of Performing Arts on West 45th Street in an old converted Fire House  (circa 1908) ,where a group of  very different students start their raw journey into the world of showbiz. This is a joyous community of talent and ambition but  it also reflects the sacrifices and harsh reality of this tough world.

 The lighting is gloomy and a large expanse of wooden floor supports a circular inbuilt turntable on which stands the  corner of exterior of the performing Arts School which will rotate to become the interior of the School which has   a metal staircase on the right crisscrossing the  left wall with a small landing half way.
The building is old, dirty but has a quiet majesty. It is  set on a corner, with a bank of  ten unwashed sash windows  comprising  three  floors and  the ground floor has   four more windows and  an off centre panelled door beneath. The other side of the corner has   two stories with four windows making the first floor, with a door leading to the outside staircase. Below this is a glass panelled door. Four windows are  below, next to a glass panelled door. The lower walls are decorated with colourful graffiti. A  Ballet barre runs below the first floor windows on  the left within the interior.
 Two Flumes of smoke emit from  the floor, from the subway.

Act 1  commences   with a Freshman Year in the  Fall l(Autumn) 1980 through to  the Sophomore year  of Summer 1981 to Summer 1982. There will be 27 scenes in the show with 14 in this act. 18 musical numbers, with 8 of these  in Act 1.
 Act 2  continues through the Junior  year to 1983 and finally finishes in the Senior year of 1983-84.


The students  wear varied street dress, such as jeans,  singlets, shorts, t shirts, waistcoats,with the dance students wearing leotards,  leggings or tights with the obligatory leg warmers!
 Miss Sherman however, always dresses smartly in skirted suits or trousers suits . The male  teaching staff,  wear   suits, shirts and knitted waistcoats with the  dance teacher usually  in  a dark singlet and dance trousers.

Cast 
As the cast is large, I have chosen the main  active characters to describe.

Miss Sherman, played by Shanay Holmes,  the Home Room teacher is tall, smart and does not brook insolence nor tardiness.
Mr Bell, the Dance Teacher, played by Edwin Ray  is clean shaven, tall, toned  and passionate about dance.
Mr Myers, the Drama  teacher  played by Waylon Jacobs, is  dedicated to his craft and tries to  inspire his students to develop their skills, not always welcomed by them.
Mr Sheinkopf, the music teacher played by Alasdair Buchan,  is a bespectacled gentle soul   who is easily misled by the crafty students when they wish to digress from his guidance.
Carmen Diaz, played by Talia Palamathanan, is an ambitious student who does not like obeying the rules.
Tyrone Jackson played by Amonik Melaco,   is a tall muscular youth, used to dressing in singlet and shorts much to Miss Sherman’s distaste.
Grace (Lambchops) Lamb, played by   Georgia Leila Stoller , is a confident  rebellious student with a mop of long dark hair  and she  is a natural leader.
Iris Kelly played by Shoko Ito,  is a petite classical dancer who aims to bring Tryone under control as far as dance is concerned and possibly beyond.
Serena Katz played by Megan Ellis,  is a frumpily  dressed  shy student who is attracted to Nick Piazza  but it is not reciprocated and we discover the reason as time elapses.
Nick Piazza played by Joe Boyle is  a dark haired slim  intense student who hides a personal  secret.
Schlomo Metzenbaum played by James Hastings is a violinist in a would be trio, always at logger heads with Lambchop
Goodman”Goody” King played by Toby de Salis is a trumpet player who is always refereeing  between Lambchop and Schlomo.
Joe(Jose) Vegas played cheekily by Harrison Wilde. He is confident, brash and always flirting with the  girls.

The show commences with the sounds of New York before we hear  a dialogue from Miss Sherman and the introduction of the  successful students as they receive their letters of acceptance.  They are from all over New York with one  rebellious young lady, Lambchops, hailing from Staten Island. 

They are welcomed by the teaching staff  as the walls rotate to reveal   all the teachers  standing on the  first landing of the criss cross staircase   and they look down on this new intake.  There is a desk sited under the stairs. The entire  space   is  very loosely arranged into areas for the various class sessions. This is  their  Freshman year.
Their journey continues through the years with relationships developing, rebellion against the work ethic, skills honed,performances rehearsed until we leave them in the Summer of  1982, the end of their Sophomore year, and still two years to go!




ACT 2
As we begin the third year at the PA, we have now met all the students and gained a sense of the journeys these striving stars are taking as they approach the end of their education and prepare for the start of their careers in the fourth and final year.
Carmen is highly ambitious and determined. Against the advice of the school, she has been applying for jobs outside her area of study, seemingly to her own detriment.
Tyrone is a dancer with a unique style who is frustrated by being expected to conform. His challenging start in life means he finds it difficult to trust the motives of the adults around him. Fortunately, he has developed a friendship with Iris, a professional ballet dancer, who guides him through both dance and emotional regulation, drawing on her own experiences and vulnerability.
Mabel is struggling with dance and her body image, perhaps a change is in order?
Serena is a well-liked and gentle soul who is determined to learn the craft of stage management. She has developed a close friendship with Nick but clearly hopes it could become something more. Nick however, is reluctant to reciprocate Serena’s romantic advances and reacts angrily when she suggests that he may be gay.
Joe, also in the drama department, struggles to take anything seriously. His boundless energy, testosterone and need to make everyone laugh means he is more a comedian than actor.
Schlomo, Goody and Lambchops have formed a band. Much to Lambchops’ frustration, Schlomo has invited Carmen to sing with them. But what is motivating him? Is it a desire for success, or is he falling in love?
We ended Act 1 with a heated argument between Miss Sherman and Mr Bell, who disagree on how best to support Tyrone. Can he remain at the school despite his academic struggles? Miss Sherman believes he cannot, while Mr Bell sees the potential in this “special and different dancer”.
The next two years continue to unfold within the PA building. Simple set pieces transform the space into a dance studio, staff room, English classroom and even the streets outside. We begin Act 2 in the school cafeteria and end at graduation, creating a beautiful artistic loop back to the hallway of the PA, where the journey first began. Miss Sherman addresses the graduates from the staircase, surrounded by bunting and champagne, as everyone celebrates dressed in their finest clothes.
If you have enjoyed the audio description experience, the next show is Moulin Rouge!, which I am delighted to be audio describing alongside my colleague on Saturday 5 September at 2.30 pm. A touch tour will take place at 12.30 TBC, offering the opportunity to explore the props, spectacular set and costumes. Please do book if this is something you would enjoy.
From Pauline and myself, we hope you continue to enjoy Fame as we begin Act 2.
So we are about to start Act 2 and we begin in the school Canteen with two tables with benches either side and a serving cart is to the right. The lighting in this scene fluctuates  between the warm colours of red, orange and yellow. LAMBCHOPS is sitting on a table and drums out a beat with 2 drumsticks........She then stands.......as the music builds more students join in the music and start to dance. 


